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JUDICIAL TRAILBLAZERS

“Her judicial trajectory was a rocket,
blasting through barriers of every type, one
after another.” —VIRGINIA C. NELSON ON JUDGE JUDITH KEEP

I

love the photograph on the cover of this issue of
Advocate. Taken in front of the James M. Carter and
Judith N. Keep United States Courthouse, the picture is
beautifully illustrative of prominent women jurists who have
brought honor and distinction to USD School of Law and
diversity to the bench. In the lead article, we highlight some
of the judicial trailblazers who have graduated from our law
school, following the legacy of Judith Keep, ’70 (JD), the
first female federal judge in San Diego and first female chief
judge of the Southern District of California. What Virginia
C. Nelson, ’79 (JD), says of Judge Keep can also be said of
the four judges featured—Louisa S Porter, ’77 (JD); Ana
España, ’82 (JD); Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83 (BA), ’86 (JD); and
Lisa Rodriguez, ’95 (JD)—as well as many of the other USD
alumnae who have served our community, state and country as jurists: “Her judicial trajectory was a rocket, blasting
through barriers of every type, one after another.”
At USD, we are proud of the hundreds of our alumni,
women and men, who have served as members of the
judiciary, so many of whom have likewise been trailblazers. Among so many, stories can be told about only a few:
Judges Frederic Link, ’68 (JD), and Daniel Link, ’00 (JD),
the first father-son pair to serve concurrently on the San
Diego Superior Court, and a sampling of our judges outside
of California, including Thomas Ludington, ’79 (JD), U.S.
District Court judge in the Eastern District of Michigan;
Christopher Whitten, ’91 (JD), who serves on the Maricopa
Superior Court in Arizona; and Justice Ron Parraguirre, ’85
(JD), former chief justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of Nevada (where we also have two alumnae who are federal

2
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judges: United States Magistrate Judge Peggy
Leen, ’79 (JD); and Laurel Babero, ’87 (JD),
who serves on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court).
We are thankful to our alumni judges, like
Justice Parraguirre and U.S. District Court
Judge Thomas Whelan, ’61 (JD), who hire our
graduates as clerks or externs and support the law school in
so many other ways.
Since I have become dean, we have recognized six jurists
with Distinguished Alumni Awards for their service to the
profession and the law school: Robert J. Trentacosta, ’79 (JD),
in 2012; Richard Haden, ’74 (JD), in 2011; Lorna Alksne,
’92 (JD), in 2013; Louisa S Porter, ’77 (JD), in 2015; Irma
Poole Asberry, ’79 (JD), in 2016; and Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83
(BA), ’86 (JD), in 2018. The Law Alumni Board and Board of
Visitors lists on the inside cover show how many judges currently serve as members, including three alumni judges with
especially long records of service—Judge Whelan and Judge
Trentacosta, who have both served on the LAB since 2002,
and Judge Melinda Lasater, ’73 (JD), who has served on the
BOV since 1991 (the past four years as a member emerita).
Among the jurists on the front cover, there is one who
is not an alumna of our law school: the Honorable M.
Margaret McKeown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit. As Jurist in Residence, Judge McKeown
supports our law school in many ways, including by coteaching (along with her Ninth Circuit colleague, Judge
Michael Hawkins) a course on international intellectual
property in our Paris summer program. Our law school has
long benefited from courses taught by distinguished jurists.
California Courts of Appeal Justice Judith McConnell
co-taught the first course we offered on sexual discrimination, along with former Congresswoman Lynn Schenk, ’70
(JD), and USD Provost Sister Sally Furay, ’72 (JD). Richard
Huffman taught criminal procedure for more than 45 years
(he and Justice McConnell are also emeritus members of

)

DEAN’S MESSAGE

our Board of Visitors). We are also thankful
“I am inspired every day by our alumni,
for the many jurists who each year judge our
students and faculty.” —DEAN STEPHEN C. FERRUOLO
numerous competitions, including U.S. District
Court Judges Cathy Ann Bencivengo; Gonzalo
Curiel; and Larry Burns, ’79 (JD), who were on
Competition, Steven Scordakis, ’19 (JD), following in the
the panel for the final round of the McLennon Moot Court
footsteps of the CAL-ABOTA 2018 Trial Lawyer of the Year,
Competition in 2018.
Christopher Wesierski, ’78 (JD), and others whose virtuoso
Judges also play an important role in the growing popularperformances are recognized in this Advocate. Exemplary of
ity of our U.S. Law and Policy Program (see “Educating Global
our alumni’s diverse performances are Erik Greupner, chief
Professionals”), which brings Korean judges, prosecutors and
operating officer of the San Diego Padres, and Betsy Brennan,
other professionals to USD for educational advancement.
’03 (JD), CEO of the Downtown San Diego Partnership, both
Along with the international acclaim of our highly ranked facof whom are using their legal education in important leaderulty, our law school’s close ties to the local judiciary are what
ship roles impacting the future of our city.
draw these global professionals to our campus.
The reputation of a great law school is built
by its faculty, as well as its alumni. In this
“Play whatever number of strings you have
issue, we highlight our newest faculty memlike a virtuoso.” —ERIK GREUPNER, ’04 (JD)
bers, Assistant Professor Ariel Jurow Kleiman, a
leading-edge tax expert, and Jessica Heldman,
’04 (JD), the Fellmeth-Petersen Professor in
Residence in Child Rights and a national leader in her field.
n his inspirational commencement address, Erik
We also remember our beloved colleague, Lesley McAllister,
Greupner, ’04 (JD), told the story of violinist Niccolò
an outstanding environmental lawyer who taught at USD
Paganini playing ever more masterfully as the strings of
from 2005 to 2013. Lesley will be fittingly memorialized by
his violin snapped one by one, and he urged our graduates
the naming of our annual Climate and Energy Symposium,
throughout their careers “to play whatever number of strings
which she founded. The Faculty Footnotes section describes
you have like a virtuoso.”
the impressive scholarship and policy work that has long
This Advocate includes stories of many such USD School
been a hallmark of our distinguished faculty, which was
of Law virtuosos, giving command performances at different
recently ranked again among the top 20 percent of law faculstages of their careers. These include two leaders of the 2018
ties for scholarly impact.
graduating class, Student Bar Association President Kris
What a privilege it is for me to be able to continue to
Darrough and Black Law Students Association Co-President
serve this law school as its dean. I am inspired every day by
Curtis Jackson; the recipients of our 2017 Rising Star
our alumni, students and faculty. I think you will be, too.
Alumni Awards, Abigail Stephenson, ’10 (JD), and Carolina
Bravo-Karimi, ’08 (JD); 2017 Distinguished Alumni Award
honorees Ronson Shamoun, ’98 (BA), ’02 (JD), ’03 (LLM),
and Angela Bartosik, ’93 (JD); and recipient of the 2018
Hughes Career Achievement Award, Vickie Turner, ’82 (JD).
Stephen C. Ferruolo
USD has educated many renowned litigators, and I expect
Dean, USD School of Law
we will see the winner of this year’s McLennon Moot Court

I
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The Honorable Larry A. Burns, the Honorable
Cathy Ann Bencivengo, 2L Steven Scordakis
and the Honorable Gonzalo P. Curiel.

Moot Court Competition
Inspires Lawyers-to-Be
THE PAUL A. MCLENNON, SR. HONORS MOOT COURT COMPETITION GIVES
LAW STUDENTS HANDS-ON TRIAL EXPERIENCE
Organized yearly by USD’s Appellate Moot Court Board, the Paul A. McLennon, Sr. Honors Moot
Court Competition consists of several preliminary rounds, culminating in a final round argued
before a distinguished panel of judges. The competition was established by Professor Michael
Devitt to honor longtime family friend, attorney and Naval Officer Paul A. McLennon, Sr.
This year, the esteemed panel of judges consisted of the Honorable Larry A. Burns, the
Honorable Cathy Ann Bencivengo and the Honorable Gonzalo P. Curiel, all of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of California. The fictional case was State of Evergreen v. Samuel
Malone, where respondent Samuel Malone was convicted of possessing a firearm in public without a proper permit. Malone argued his Second Amendment rights were violated by the arrest.
“The competition was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that I will never forget,” said 2L
Steven Scordakis, who won first place. “There is nothing quite like the feeling of adrenaline
before your argument. You put everything you have researched and learned to the test when you
sation. The final round was such an exhilarating experience, and all of my preparation and hard
work paid off. It was a tough tournament, but it certainly was a fun experience.”

4

|

FALL 2018

ALLYSON WEHR

get up to argue. A flow takes over, and you feel like it is only you and the judges having a conver-
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DISCOVERY

Revisiting Mendez v. Westminster
PANEL DISCUSSION EXAMINES SEMINAL RULING ON FORCED SEGREGATION IN SCHOOLS

I

n February 2018, the Honorable Frederick P. Aguirre
(Ret.), the Honorable Gonzalo P. Curiel, Professor
Robert Fellmeth and Professor Joi Spencer spoke on a
panel moderated by Sandra Robbie for this year’s Jane Ellen
Bergman Memorial Lecture. The event commemorated the
70th anniversary of Mendez v. Westminster—a 1947 federal
court case that challenged Mexican remedial schools in
Orange County. In its ruling, the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit, in an en banc decision, held that the
forced segregation of Mexican-American students was
unconstitutional and unlawful.
Judge Aguirre retired from the Orange County Superior
Court in February 2017 after 15 years on the bench. Prior
to his judiciary appointment, he was in private practice for
28 years.
Judge Curiel is a U.S. district judge for the Southern
District of California, a position to which he was appointed
by President Barack Obama and approved by the U.S. Senate
in September 2012.
Fellmeth is the Price Professor of Public Interest Law

and the executive director of the Center for Public Interest
Law at USD School of Law.
Spencer is an associate professor at USD’s School of
Leadership and Education Sciences.
Robbie is the writer and producer of the Emmy-winning
documentary Mendez v. Westminster: For All the Children/
Para Todos los Niños, and founder and director of the Mendez
Museum Without Walls.
The Jane Ellen Bergman Memorial Lecture Series on
Women, Children and Human Rights is the result of a
generous gift from Dr. Barbara Yates, a longtime professor
at the University of Illinois and friend of the late Bergman.
According to Yates, Bergman “chose to devote her professional life to public service. As a nursing administrator,
public health educator and family therapist, she developed an abiding interest in the human rights of common
people.” This series is a lasting tribute to Bergman and an
opportunity for students, faculty, staff and members of the
community to hear distinguished lecturers speak about
issues concerning women, children and human rights.

GRACE GOODALE

From left: the Honorable Gonzalo
P. Curiel, the Honorable Frederick
P. Aguirre, Professor Joi Spencer,
Professor Robert Fellmeth and
writer/producer Sandra Robbie.
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Documentary Features Landmark Case
SPECIAL SCREENING HIGHLIGHTS THURGOOD MARSHALL’S EARLY CAREER
In March 2018, USD School of Law and the

theory, public interest/public law and regulation,

Black Law Students Association (BLSA) hosted

race, and gender identity.

MARSHALL: A Screening & Conversation. Professor

international relations at USD. His research focuses

Koskoff and Jonathan Sanger participated in a panel

on the U.S. Supreme Court, justice in common-law

discussion immediately following the screening of

countries, lay justice, and the relationship between

MARSHALL, a documentary that focuses on one of

law and democracy.

Thurgood Marshall’s first cases, State of Connecticut
v. Joseph Spell.
Brooks is a Warren Distinguished Professor of

|

Koskoff is the co-writer of the screenplay for
MARSHALL and a trial lawyer widely known for his
courtroom litigation experience. He is principal

Law at USD School of Law and author of numerous

of Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder, a nationally known

books, including his most recent, The Racial Glass

Connecticut-based law firm.

Ceiling: Subordination in American Law and Culture

6

Dickson is a professor of political science and

Roy L. Brooks, Professor Del Dickson, Michael

Sanger is the co-producer of MARSHALL and has

(Yale University Press, 2017). His research and

produced over 50 films, including The Elephant Man,

scholarship focus on civil procedure, civil rights,

which received eight Academy Award nominations,

employment and labor law, employment dis-

the BAFTA Award for Best Film in 1980 and the

crimination, federal courts, jurisprudence and legal

French César Award for Best Foreign Film.

FALL 2018
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D.C. Tax Expert
Visits Campus
LONGTIME TAX SPECIALIST
PAM OLSON DELIVERS RICHARD
CRAWFORD PUGH LECTURE ON
TAX LAW & POLICY

JOEL BARNET

I

n February 2018, Pam Olson, the U.S. deputy
tax leader and Washington national tax services practice leader of PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC), gave the Richard Crawford Pugh Lecture on
Tax Law & Policy on the topic of The Tax Cut and
Jobs Act of 2017.
Prior to joining PwC, Olson was assistant secretary for tax policy at the U.S. Department of the
Treasury and head of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom’s Washington tax practice. She has represented clients in a broad range of matters, including
IRS controversies; private-letter ruling requests,
proposed regulations and other administrative guidance; and congressional investigations. She regularly
advises clients on tax and Social Security reform, legislative matters, and the structuring of transactions.
The Richard Crawford Pugh Lecture on Tax Law
& Policy brings a distinguished practitioner, judge
or government official who has played a significant
role in shaping U.S. and international tax policy
to the law school each year to discuss current and
developing tax law and policy trends. The endowed
lecture was established in 2009 in honor of the long
and illustrious career of USD’s Professor of Law
Emeritus Richard Crawford Pugh.

Bowes-Madison
Lecture
DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR WILLIAM VOEGELI
SPEAKS ON LIBERALISM AND CONSERVATISM
POST-2016
In November 2017, William Voegeli gave the Joan E. BowesJames Madison Distinguished Speaker Lecture on the topic
of Liberalism and Conservatism After 2016. Voegeli is a
senior editor of the Claremont Review of Books, a visiting
scholar at Claremont McKenna College’s Henry Salvatori
Center and the author of two books: Never Enough:
America’s Limitless Welfare State (Encounter Books, 2010)
and The Pity Party: A Mean-Spirited Diatribe Against Liberal
Compassion (Broadside Books, 2014).
Established by longtime La Jolla resident and civic
activist Joan E. Bowes, the speaker series was created to
promote the open exchange of ideas and to inspire law
students and other members of the San Diego community.
Bearing the name of James Madison—fourth president of
the United States and “Father of the Constitution”—this
annual series brings distinguished speakers from the fields
of law, diplomacy, government and politics to USD.

KRIS DARROUGH, ’18 (JD), 2018 SBA PRESIDENT, IS DEDICATED
TO ADVOCATING FOR HER FELLOW STUDENTS

”I

really love USD School of Law and the

am—grateful that people trusted me to try my

students here,” said Kris Darrough, ’18

hardest to advocate on their behalf.”

(JD). “Because I care about the students,

I want to advocate for them, and I want them to

student government as vice president of the SBA.

have as great an experience during their time at

Though she initially envisioned a smaller role

law school as I have.”

during her 3L year, her dedication to representing

Darrough began her affiliation with the

8
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As a 2L, Darrough continued her role in

students—combined with encouragement from

Student Bar Association (SBA) as a 1L, when

2016–17 SBA president Lauren Stockunas, ’17

she served as a section representative. “What

(JD)—convinced her to run for president.

I enjoyed most about being a section repre-

In addition to serving as SBA president,

sentative was how much I loved everyone in

Darrough kept busy during her third year as a

my section,” she said. “Everyone was honest

Barbri and LexisNexis representative, as well as a

with me about the issues they had, and it was

teaching assistant for Professor Chris Wonnell’s

fulfilling to know that I played a role in making

1L torts class. This fall, Darrough will join La Jolla

sure that their voices were heard. Even when I

law firm Tyson and Mendes, where she interned

could not get the desired result, I was—and still

as a law student.

BRIGID BENNETT

campus briefs

Passion for Representing
Law School Peers

)

CAMPUS BRIEFS

A Dynamic Voice for
Minority Law Students
CURTIS JACKSON, ’18 (JD), HELD TOP LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING BLACK LAWYERS-TO-BE

C

of a desire to make USD more inclusive and representative of
all minority students, I am proud to say that the Black Law
Student Association refused to stand silent on divisive and
troubling issues, both nationally and on campus.”

BRIGID BENNETT

urtis Jackson, ’18 (JD), was appointed to the
Western Regional Black Law Students Association
(WRBLSA) as the chief of staff during the 2017–18
academic year, which was Jackson’s 4L year at USD School
of Law. WRBLSA is part of the National Black Law Student
Association (NBLSA), the mission of which is to “increase
the number of culturally responsible black and minority
attorneys who excel academically, succeed professionally
and positively impact the community.” As chief of staff,
Jackson lent the president support, presented new ideas
and helped to achieve the organization’s goals.
In addition, Jackson was the co-president of the law
school’s Black Law Students Association (BLSA), a position he also held during his 3L year. “I found that in my
2L year, our law school had nearly the lowest ratio of black
law students in California, and I wanted to do my part to
help change that,” Jackson said in his student address at the
law school’s 2018 Commencement. “Whether it is causation or correlation, I am proud of the fact that last year
USD welcomed its largest ever incoming class of black law
students, which is a trend I hope continues in the future.
With the support of most all of our administration, and out

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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CAMPUS BRIEFS

Visiting Scholar Catherine MacKenzie
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY SCHOLAR APPOINTED
STANLEY LEGRO VISITING PROFESSOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

C

atherine MacKenzie
has been appointed
the Stanley Legro Visiting
Professor of Environmental
Law. MacKenzie serves on the
faculty of law at the University
of Cambridge, where she is
the director of studies in law
at Clare Hall and bye-fellow
of Homerton College. She
is also the dean of degrees

and a visiting research fellow of Green Templeton College, Oxford. Elected
chairwoman of the board of scrutiny of Cambridge, she has coordinated
international environmental law for the Cambridge LLM degree and taught
international law at Oxford. MacKenzie’s jointly edited book, Law, Tropical
Forests and Carbon, was published by Cambridge University Press in 2013,
and her forthcoming monograph, International Law and the Protection of
Forests, will be published by Oxford University Press.
“It has been a pleasure to have at USD as distinguished an environmental
professor as Catherine MacKenzie,” said Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo. “She is
internationally known for her work on forests and environmental law issues. We
are thankful for the generous support we receive from Stanley Legro to enable
us to bring environmental scholars like Catherine to USD School of Law.”
The Stanley Legro Professorship in Environmental Law was established in
2006 and is awarded annually to a faculty member who demonstrates dedicated and meritorious scholarship and teaching in environmental law. Previous
Stanley Legro Visiting Professors of Environmental Law at USD have included
Timothy Duane, Brian Gray, Barton “Buzz” Thompson, Jody Freeman, Richard
Lazarus and Richard Stewart.

Entrepreneurial Partnership
This year, the law school’s Entrepreneurship Clinic launched

10
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“This is an exciting partnership to foster entrepre-

a new program in collaboration with San Diego State

neurship in San Diego,” said Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo. “It

University’s Lavin Entrepreneurship Center at the Fowler

demonstrates the types of collaboration that have made

College of Business and Duane Morris’ San Diego office.

San Diego so vibrant a center of innovation. As a former

In this unique partnership, a USD School of Law student

startup attorney, I know the value of pairing lawyers with

will be paired with an SDSU student entrepreneur at the

entrepreneurs. As dean, I am pleased to be able to partner

Entrepreneurship Clinic to provide legal services under the

with my colleagues at SDSU’s Lavin Entrepreneurship

supervision of an experienced attorney at Duane Morris.

Center, the Fowler College of Business and Duane Morris.”

FALL 2018

Rising Star
Joins Tax Faculty
LEGAL SCHOLAR ARIEL JUROW KLEIMAN
BRINGS UNIQUE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE
TO THE FACULTY AS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
Previously an acting assistant professor of tax law at NYU School
of Law, Ariel Jurow Kleiman received her JD degree from Yale
Law School, where she was awarded the Florence M. Kelley Prize
for her writing on taxation of migrant families, as well as the
Nerkle Family Scholarship and Mary McCarthy Fellowship for her

and immigrant workers.
“We are so pleased that Ariel Jurow

work with farmworkers and low-income workers. Jurow Kleiman

Kleiman has joined our distinguished

received a Master of Science degree in international development

tax faculty,” said Dean Stephen C.

from the London School of Economics, and a bachelor’s degree

Ferruolo. “She is unquestionably a rising

in economics and international development studies from UCLA,

star among tax professors and is doing

where she graduated summa cum laude.

innovative and important scholarship

Jurow Kleiman’s research focuses on how federal, state and

on tax policy. She shows great promise

local tax policy affects low- and middle-income households,

as a teacher, and her record of commu-

influences taxpayers’ behaviors, and drives economic outcomes.

nity service will be an inspiration to our

Her scholarship includes “Recovering Lost Tax Revenue Through

students.”

Taxation of Transnational Households,” in the Berkeley Journal of

“USD’s tax program is extremely

International Law, and “Low-End Regressivity,” to be published in

lucky to welcome Ariel to our ranks;

the Tax Law Review.

she is truly a rising star,” said Professor

While at Yale Law School, Jurow Kleiman was a student mem-

Miranda Perry Fleischer. “Inside the

ber of the Worker and Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clinic, where

classroom, our students will benefit tre-

she helped to represent plaintiffs in a groundbreaking civil rights

mendously from her knowledge of and

lawsuit against the East Haven Police Department. After graduat-

passion for tax law. Outside, her research

ing from Yale, she was awarded a Skadden Fellowship to work at

on how tax policy affects low-income

Bet Tzedek Legal Services in Los Angeles, where she founded and

Americans is necessary, timely and will

directed a program that provides tax law services to low-income

have a positive real-world impact.”
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Judicial Trail
USD School of Law has produced
numerous judges who have served on
courts throughout the country,
including many women who have
broken down barriers and made history.
Since its founding in 1954, USD School of
Law has established an impressive track
record for graduating students who have
gone on to become leading members of
the judiciary—not just in California but
throughout the U.S.
What is particularly noteworthy is the
number of women graduates who have
made an indelible mark on the California
judiciary. They include trailblazers like
the Honorable Judith Keep, ’70 (JD), who
The James M. Carter and Judith
was the first female federal judge in San
N. Keep U.S. Courthouse
Diego and became the first female chief
judge of the Southern District of California.
The legacy of Judge Keep, who was nominated to the
court by Jimmy Carter in 1980 and served until 1998, is still
profoundly felt. In 2014, Congress passed legislation to name
the newly built, 16-story building at 333 West Broadway in
downtown San Diego after her and another former judge of
the court; the building’s official name is the James M. Carter
and Judith N. Keep United States Courthouse. At that time,
there were only three other federal courthouses that had been
named after women.
12
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“It was a real recognition of Judge Keep’s
critical contribution and what an incredible
pioneer she was,” said USD School of Law
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo. “It was also a point
of pride for the law school, as it validates our
continuing effort to educate and train professionals who will be leaders in their field.”
For graduates such as veteran litigator
Virginia C. Nelson, ’79 (JD), the naming honor
accorded to Judge Keep was an inspiration not
just for her but for all women in the law.
“This recognition of Judge Keep capped
her outstanding career,” Nelson said. “She
graduated valedictorian of her class, became a
municipal judge within six years of graduation
and a federal district judge 10 years after law
school. Judge Keep applied her intellect, wisdom and engaging personality to the important
issues of the day, the burdensome Southern
District caseload, the inequities of the sentencing guidelines and judicial wellness.”
Judge Keep, who passed away in 2004
at the age of 60, left more than a legacy of
impressive accomplishments; she was also
widely credited with motivating many other
women to pursue careers as lawyers and
judges. “Her judicial trajectory was a rocket,
blasting through barriers of every type, one
after another,” Nelson added.
Advocate is honored to spotlight the
following illustrious alumnae judges who
are standard-bearers in their profession, in
memory of Judge Keep.

blazers

Judge Louisa Porter
The Honorable Louisa Porter, ’77 (JD), was born
in the postwar baby boom in Indiana. With a
certain amount of rebellion and adventure in her
spirit, she wanted to do everything and anything
that she was told that she, as a girl, could not do.
This spirit led her to attend college, start her
own business at age 22, go to Vietnam in 1971
as a journalist for a news service, travel around
the world alone, move to California to attend law
school, become a licensed pilot and establish a law
practice in a field with few women: civil trial law.
Her goal was to be the best she could be at
whatever she endeavored to do and give back
to the legal community through organizational
involvement. Judge Porter was the second female
president of the San Diego Trial Lawyers—the
first was the Honorable Sheridan Reed, ’70
(JD)—as well as an officer of the San Diego
County Bar Association and chair of the BenchBar Committee.

14
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GRACE GOODALE

Adventurer at Heart:

By the early 1990s, she was ready for new adventures. She
became enthralled with an area still in its infancy: space law.
“I applied to McGill University, one of only two universities
that offered space law studies, and I was accepted,” she said.
This was not the path the rest of the legal community had
in mind. “Friends, fellow lawyers and even judges were urging
me to apply for the magistrate judge opening. At the time, I did
not even know what a magistrate judge was because I did not
practice in federal court,” she said. “However, it would give me
the opportunity to be part of solutions and also be a natural
progression from my years as a trial attorney. I applied figuring
that if it did not happen, I could always be a space lawyer.”
In 1991, Judge Porter was appointed a United States magistrate judge for the Southern District of California, the perfect
job for her. She loved interacting with parties and fashioning
solutions that worked for all. During her tenure, she served as
presiding judge (1997–2002) as the court established a fullservice court and federal presence in Imperial Valley.
“The court was tasked with building a new court with all
its support agencies in El Centro,” Judge Porter reflected. “I was
thrilled with the commitment of all the players and am proud
of our presence in the valley.”
She continued her organizational commitment while a
judge and served as the president of the Federal Magistrate
Judges Association in 2003–04. She retired in 2012 but
remained on recall status until December 2018. She received
the USD School of Law Distinguished Alumni Award in 2015
and the prestigious Federal Magistrate Judges Association’s
2018 Founders Award.
“I loved being a judge, and my education at USD was
invaluable to that path,” Judge Porter said. “I had several careers
before returning to law school. USD took a chance on me and
enrolled me in the night division. My life path changed at that
moment. Law school cannot prepare one to be a judge. Law
school teaches one the law and helps prepare one for the practice of law. Only life and life experiences can prepare you to be
a judge.”

Serving the Underserved:

Judge Ana España

GRACE GOODALE

The Honorable Ana España, ’79 (BA), ’82 (JD),
became a lawyer because she wanted to help
people. “I took advantage of all the public interest
law clinics and programs that USD had to offer,”
Judge España said. Her experience at the law
clinics helped her land her first job, at Defenders
Inc., where she focused on representing children
and parents in child welfare proceedings, as well
as children in delinquency proceedings. That job
helped to launch her 25-year career representing
children in the child welfare system.
She was appointed by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger as a San Diego Superior Court
judge in 2008; by that time, she had been recognized as one of the state’s leading child advocates.

During her tenure at the public defender’s office, Judge
España spearheaded the creation of the Office of Children’s
Counsel, a section within the PD’s office focused on representing children in the child welfare system.
“I just loved it,” Judge España said. “My job was to help children through the process by ensuring they received appropriate
support and services, and advocating for them when addressing issues such as reunification with family or the termination
of parental rights. It was a very rewarding experience.”
Her child advocacy work also led to her decision to become
a judge. “I wanted to do more. Being a judge would allow me
to make decisions, and not just advocate,” she explained.
In 2011, the National Association of Counsel for Children
recognized Judge España’s work with children by awarding
her the Outstanding Legal Advocate honors.
But in her decade on the bench, Judge España has done
more than just help children. In 2013, she became a supervising judge in the South County Division of the San Diego
Superior Court, a position she held until recently. The role
enabled her to help shape court policies and projects.
One of the projects Judge España oversaw was the court’s
behavioral health calendar, which she initiated in 2015. The
program was designed to address the special needs of offenders
who are severely mentally ill. “I was concerned to see so many
adult offenders fail on probation, in part due to their serious
mental illness,” Judge España said. She recalls one woman she
had to sentence to state prison after the woman repeatedly failed
on probation. There was no other option for the woman, who
was mentally ill, homeless and without a support system. To
ensure that such offenders get the help they need, Judge España
innovated the behavioral calendar process to bring in service
providers and justice partners who provide critical assistance.
“With this support, we were able to secure housing, mental health services and appropriate supervision,” said Judge
España. “We helped many offenders remain law-abiding.”
Judge España returned to the juvenile court in January
2018. “I tell people that I’ve come home,” she said.

Judge Carolyn M. Caietti
When the Honorable Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83
(BA), ’86 (JD), was appointed to the San Diego
Superior Court in 2006, her first assignment
was in the criminal court. But it was in
juvenile court that she has made perhaps her
most significant contribution. As assistant
presiding judge of the juvenile court from 2011
to 2013 and then presiding judge in 2013,
Judge Caietti extended the reach of justice
beyond the courtroom to help disadvantaged
kids in the greater community.
In 2008, Judge Caietti created the Passport
to Life program. She conceived the idea while
presiding over juvenile cases and wondering what happens to the youth after they go
through court and age out of the juvenile
justice system. “Too many of the youth feel
hopeless, [as if] they won’t amount to anything,

16
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Creating Opportunities for Youth:

yet they are just beginning their lives. Youth are resilient.
Their past mistakes do not have to define their future,”
Judge Caietti said.
Her idea was to expose the kids to resources and
opportunities they would otherwise not know about, such
as education, housing resources, career and employment
counseling, mental health services, and even a financial
literacy program.
Judge Caietti began by talking with people who could
help her address these gaping holes in the system. She
met with probation officers, mental health professionals, prosecutors, defense attorneys, the city college and
the county office of education—all of whom helped Judge
Caietti in her effort to organize a one-day special event for
youth on probation.
In 2008, the first Passport to Life event attracted about
300 kids and dozens of exhibitors. Today, the event serves
roughly 800 youth on probation each year, with more than
80 exhibitors participating.
In 2016, Judge Caietti was named the Wilmont Sweeney
Juvenile Court Judge of the Year in recognition of her work.
She was awarded the honor by the Juvenile Court Judges of
California, a section of the California Judges Association,
during the Juvenile Law Institute program in Garden Grove.
Judge Caietti has also been recognized by the Juvenile
Justice Commission and the San Diego County Bar
Association as Outstanding Jurist of the Year. She is an
instructor on juvenile delinquency with the Center for
Judicial Education and Research, and has developed a
curriculum for and frequently presents on juvenile justice
issues at local schools and organizations. “It’s an amazing
experience to help these kids and show them the tools they
can use to move forward with their lives,” she said. “We
show the kids that they can go to college or a vocational
school, and that they can thrive.”

Promoting Pathways to Reentry:

Judge Lisa Rodriguez
In 2015, after a distinguished career as a deputy
district attorney, the Honorable Lisa Rodriguez,
’95 (JD), was appointed to the San Diego Superior
Court by Gov. Jerry Brown. The driving force
behind a number of landmark criminal justice
programs, Judge Rodriguez—an adjunct professor at USD School of Law since 2014—brings a
wealth of experience and passionate commitment
to her service on the bench.
During her time at the DA’s office, she helped
implement the Prisoner Reentry Program, which
was designed to offer programming and case
management to people sentenced to state prison
terms. The law provided for three California

counties to pilot the program, but only San Diego did. A
collaborative effort developed by a consortium of local and
state justice partners, the program proved successful: A 2012
study released by the San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG) showed that the reentry program was directly
responsible for a significant drop in repeat offenses. The program is still considered one of the best in the state.
Judge Rodriguez continued her pioneering criminal justice
work in 2010, when San Diego County received a grant to create the Reentry Court Program. An initiative that still remains
in effect, the court was established to divert people from
serving a new prison sentence through an assessment-driven
treatment program with intensive supervision. She also played
a key role in designing and implementing the Reentry Court.
According to her, what makes the court unique is that it is a
“collaborative court,” where judges, representatives from the
sheriff’s department, probation officers and treatment providers work together to ensure that participants will have all the
tools they need to be successful. “It is designed to address all
the things that we’re trying to influence, such as substance
abuse, education, employment and mandatory supervision,”
Judge Rodriguez said. “And they are all integrated into a coherent reentry plan.”
In 2011, the passage of the Public Safety Realignment Act
ushered in a sweeping change to the criminal justice system,
and Judge Rodriguez again served on the team tasked with
implementing the new law. “I am incredibly proud of this
program, which aims to curb recidivism by addressing the
underlying criminogenic factors that lead to the commission
of crime while still holding defendants accountable,” she said.
“The recidivism rates are much lower than other jurisdictions
that don’t offer such a program.”
Today, as a superior court judge, she occasionally runs
the mandatory court supervision calendar when the need
arises. “I still can’t believe this is my job,” Judge Rodriguez
said. “Every day, I feel so humbled that somebody believed
that I had the ability to do this.”
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the Bench
WITH HUNDREDS OF ALUMNI JURISTS, USD SCHOOL OF
LAW HAS A DISTINGUISHED TRACK RECORD OF PREPARING
LAWYERS FOR CAREERS IN THE JUDICIARY. IN THESE PAGES,
ADVOCATE HIGHLIGHTS A FEW EXAMPLES OF HOW JURISTS
IMPACT THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THE LAW SCHOOL.

Alumni Judges Outside
of California

committee’s efforts to encourage a more diverse

›››

a group of students from USD School of Law for a

bankruptcy bench, Judge Ludington and the committee’s Diversity Working Group recently hosted

While USD School of Law graduates have had a sig-

roundtable discussion. “We wanted to create an

nificant impact on California courts, they have also

opportunity for students to meet in an informal

been profoundly influential in other states. Here,

setting with judges from across the country,” Judge

Advocate highlights a federal judge in Michigan and

Ludington said. “It’s important to encourage the

a state court judge in Arizona.

next generation of lawyers and judges to think care-

The Honorable Thomas Ludington, ’79 (JD), was
appointed by President George W. Bush to the U.S.

fully about their career paths.”
In 2006, after 15 years as a trial lawyer, the

District Court in the Eastern District of Michigan

Honorable Christopher Whitten, ’91 (JD), was

in 2006. At the time, he was serving as the chief

appointed to the Maricopa County Superior Court

judge of Michigan’s Midland County Circuit Court.

by Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano. He has estab-

His appointment marked the first time a Midland

lished a stellar reputation as a jurist who can

County judge became a federal judge. He previously

handle civil, criminal and family law matters with

spent years in private practice as a commercial

equal dexterity. He is the presiding tax judge for

litigator, acquiring skills and expertise that would

Arizona and one of four commercial court judges

serve him well in his career in the judiciary.

in Maricopa County. He also serves on the National

Among his current activities is serving on a

Judicial College’s Board of Trustees and on the

judicial conference committee assigned to the

House of Delegates and the Nominating Committee

oversight of U.S. bankruptcy courts. As part of the

of the American Bar Association.
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Judge M. Margaret McKeown with
law students in a Paris courtyard.

Judge Whitten is known for his expertise in teaching court-

of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, have

room skills to trial lawyers. Since 2004, he has spent hundreds

regularly taught in the program, tackling the latest develop-

of hours doing so under the auspices of the National Institute

ments in international copyright and trademark laws, as

for Trial Advocacy (NITA), receiving the Robert E. Keeton Award

well as the global implications of regulating the internet.

for Outstanding Service as a NITA faculty member. “Being a

“Judge Hawkins and Judge McKeown are both such

lawyer is a great profession,” he said. “As with doctors, most

incredible teachers, and it is an amazing opportunity to get

people come to lawyers at the worst time of their lives. It is a

to know them and not just read opinions they wrote,” said

privilege to help people, and we should all support anyone who

program participant Gwenllian Kern-Allely, now a 3L. “This

has the inclination to be a lawyer.”

gave us an opportunity to learn firsthand about how judges
make decisions.”
“The summer program is different from law school

Renowned Jurists Teach Summer
Law Program in Paris

in that we are with our students before class, during the

›››

McKeown, a leading scholar in the area of intellectual

Established in 1973, the monthlong Paris-based program

property law, jurist in residence and an adjunct professor at

on international law is a highlight of many students’ law

USD School of Law. “Learning in a global environment gives

school experience. Students not only have the opportunity

students a chance to understand comparative and interna-

to study in the City of Light, but they also get to learn from

tional law issues in a practical setting.”

breaks and even at dinner activities,” explained Judge

some of the world’s leading jurists.

are adjudicating some of the most important cases of our

Father-and-Son Judges Set
New Benchmark

time,” said Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.

›››

“What makes this program unique is the opportunity
it affords students to be in close contact with judges who

For the past several years, the Honorable Michael

Similar educational experiences and strands of shared DNA

Hawkins and the Honorable M. Margaret McKeown, both

helped make the Honorable Frederic Link, ’68 (JD), and the

20
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Honorable Daniel Link, ’00 (JD), the first father-son pair to
serve concurrently on the San Diego Superior Court.
Their formative training at USD School of Law fostered a
love of trials for both Links. “In law school, I was selected for a

Tapping the Alumni Network for a
Prestigious Clerkship
›››

federal defender program where we partnered with lawyers to

From an early age, Jane

handle cases,” Fred recalled. “It whetted my appetite.”

Susskind, ’18 (JD), thought
she might be well-suited for a

Alternatively, son Daniel was inspired by USD’s Mock
Trial team. “That was the best preparation for trial work

career in the judiciary. She had

other than an internship.”

always been interested in court
proceedings but felt that litiga-

The Link family’s commitment to public service also
influenced both father and son’s paths to the bench. “In

tion would not be a good fit for

our chosen careers,” Daniel explained, “the question was:

her temperament. “I’m not an
adversarial person,” Susskind

How can we help other people?”
Daniel was six when his father became a municipal

said. “I’m more interested in how law gets interpreted from

court judge in 1981. “I would sit in his courtroom and

the bench. Even when I was in fifth grade, I used to tell

observe how great he was with people. Whether it’s a

people I wanted to be a Supreme Court justice one day.”

homeless person or a CEO, he can connect. Now, we call
each other for case advice,” said Daniel. It’s a unique situation that still amazes

(JD), of the Nevada Supreme Court. Susskind crystallized

him. “Sometimes, I

her interest in securing a high-profile clerkship when she

pinch myself,” he added.

attended the USD Paris Program in the summer of 2016. “I

Fred continues to

Judge Frederic Link and his
son, Judge Daniel Link

Now, Susskind is pursuing those interests during a
one-year clerkship for the Honorable Ron Parraguirre, ’86

had the amazing opportunity to study in Paris with Ninth

preside over civil and

Circuit Judges M. Margaret McKeown and Michael Hawkins,”

criminal trials, and

she said, “and I knew I wanted to learn more.”

Daniel describes him as
“one of very few judges

When Susskind mentioned her interest in a clerkship
to Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo, he suggested that Justice

who can handle a massive criminal case one day and a

Parraguirre—an active alumnus and the law school’s

complex civil case the next. To switch on a dime is a rare

Commencement speaker in 2011—might be interested in

quality.”

considering a USD graduate for the position. Susskind began

Daniel, who won his first murder trial at age 28 and

her clerkship in August after taking the bar. While in law

served as president of the San Diego Bar Association in

school, Susskind had two federal district court externships,

2011, handles family law cases. “A day doesn’t go by when

with the Honorable Gonzalo Curiel and the Honorable Karen

a lawyer doesn’t stop me in the courthouse to tell me what

Crawford, as well as an internship with the Washington, D.C.–

a great job Dan is doing—even lawyers he’s ruled against,”

based Advancement Project. She was also on Moot Court and

said Fred.

the San Diego Law Review.

When Daniel was appointed to the bench in 2014,

“When I heard about this opening, I really gravitated

Fred swore him in. And coming full circle, when Fred was

toward it,” she said. “I will be exposed to all types of law and

reelected a few months later, Daniel swore him in—this time

will learn an incredible amount. It’s a great opportunity for

performing the ceremony around the family dinner table.

me to grow.”
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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Left: Dean Stephen C.
Ferruolo and Judge Hyowon
Kang, director of international affairs for the
Supreme Court of Korea.
Right: Judge Kang, Supreme
Court of Korea Judge Wonje
Sung, Program Director
Fred Heller, Supreme Court
of Korea Vice Minister
Changbo Kim, Dean
Ferruolo, Derek Kunhee
Kim, ’20 (JD).

Through an innovative program,
the law school offers a select group
of visiting scholars the opportunity
to expand their career prospects

Educating Global
I

ncreasingly, members of South

chance to study aspects of the U.S. legal

to Seoul, where they met with leaders

Korea’s legal and business com-

system while also participating in the

from across the Korean legal profession,

munities are discovering the same

campus community.

including:

thing: that USD School of Law is

Earlier this year, the law school sent a

the place to go for research and in-depth

delegation to South Korea in an effort to

study in their areas of interest.

learn more about the needs and interests

Launched (in its first form) 10 years

of the professionals the program aims to

ago, the school’s U.S. Law and Policy

serve. Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo, Program

Program for International Professionals

Director and Professor in Residence Fred

gives visiting scholars—most of whom to

Heller, and USD School of Law student

date have come from South Korea—the

Derek Kunhee Kim, ’20 (JD), traveled
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• Alumni of the program.
• The dean of Seoul National University
School of Law.

• Partners from the three leading law
firms.

• Prosecutors from the Ministry of
Justice.

• Judges at the Supreme Court of

Professionals
Korea—one of whom, the Honorable

months to a year at USD School of Law

International Scholars Seminar, which

Wonje Sung, is responsible for sending

conducting research, which usually com-

provided education for South Korea’s

Korean judges abroad for educational

pares a pertinent aspect of the Korean

judges. At that time, the South Korean

advancement.

legal system to that of the United States.

government was introducing reforms to

They write a research paper in their

its legal system, including revising its

the program was invaluable,” Heller said.

native language and produce a summary

criminal procedures and establishing a

“The feedback we received was excellent.”

in English, receiving a certificate upon

pilot jury trial system and a new legal

completion. They can also audit two

education system.

NO SUK PARK

“Many people we spoke with told us

TEACHING THE TENETS OF U.S. LAW

classes and visit courthouses to attend

The U.S. Law and Policy Program gives

trials and meet judges.

scholars the opportunity to spend six

The program began in 2008 as the

USD School of Law was a natural fit:
The school is well-known for its international and comparative law programs and

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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has an exchange program with Seoul

Linda Lane, takes the scholars on visits

reasoning into account when making a

National University School of Law. Seven

to local courts, where they observe pro-

final verdict, but it is not binding.)

judges attended the program in the first

ceedings, and to local law firms and law

two years, but due to low enrollment, the

school clinics, where they see lawyers in

experience, there is an inevitable culture

program was discontinued in 2010.

action.

gap, which the program helps to bridge

Beyond the changes in curriculum,

by offering social events for scholars and

2012, he met with former participants

new features have been added to ensure

their families. Professors host parties at

who spoke highly of the program and

that scholars are integrated into the

their homes where scholars and faculty

asked why it was no longer available. The

campus community, including hav-

members can socialize informally. At two

law school re-established it in 2014 as

ing law students who speak Korean

of these gatherings, Yurim Lee, the wife

the U.S. Law and Policy Program. Initially,

participate in classes and seminars.

of scholar Sung Wook Jung, played the

the participants were primarily judges,

Additionally, the program's schedule

gayageum, a traditional Korean stringed

attorneys and public prosecutors, but

has been adapted to provide flexibility

instrument. “Not even many native

the program proved so successful that

to accommodate scholars’ other profes-

Koreans get to see a gayageum perfor-

it was expanded to include nonlawyers

sional commitments.

mance, so for the scholars’ families and

and renamed the U.S. Law and Policy

our faculty to get the chance to see it was

Program for International Professionals.

CROSS-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

The fall 2018 term has 19 scholars—the

The program pairs scholars with faculty

largest group to date—including a law

members who have expertise in the par-

and two of his clerks visited the campus

professor from Beijing, the first partici-

ticipants’ research topics, which cover

in April as part of their tour of U.S. law

pant from outside Korea.

a wide range of subjects. Last year, one

schools and saw the program’s many

scholar looked at how a losing party in

benefits firsthand. They met with mem-

expanded during the first year under

U.S. litigation may have to pay attorney

bers of the administration and faculty and

Heller. Instead of focusing exclusively

fees, a policy that does not exist in South

current participants, and were invited

on U.S. law in detail, the program now

Korea. Another scholar compared pro-

to a lunch with three local judges: two

covers a broad range of topics in law and

cedures for admitting digital evidence;

San Diego Superior Court judges, the

the policy behind the law. These include

such admission is only possible in Korea

Honorable Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83 (BA),

the U.S. tax system and economic

when both parties agree. The U.S. jury

’86 (JD), and the Honorable Robert J.

regime; international labor relations; the

system has also been a popular topic.

Trentacosta, ’79 (JD); along with the

antitrust regime; and the roles played

(Kunhee Kim noted that Korea has had

Honorable M. Margaret McKeown of the

by judges, prosecutors and government

an “advisory jury system” under which a

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

lawyers. Annsley and George Strong

defendant may request a jury’s opinion.

“Judge Sung and his clerks were so

Professor in Residence for Trial Advocacy,

The judge takes the jury’s opinion and

The scope of the program has also
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unique,” Kunhee Kim said.
Korean Supreme Court Judge Sung

impressed by what we offered,” said

TOP (6): AL AN DECKER

When Ferruolo visited South Korea in

Of course, as with any study-abroad

From left: Derek Kunhee Kim, ’20 (JD); Supreme Court of Korea Clerk Yunmi
Hwang; Supreme Court of Korea Judge Wonje Sung; Supreme Court of Korea
Clerk Hakgu Lee; Program Director Fred Heller; Associate Dean Margaret
Dalton; Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo; Supreme Court of Korea Judge Hyowon
Kang; Supreme Court of Korea Vice Minister Changbo Kim.

Saviz Fallahian, director of graduate and

the program to other countries, as long

law school," he explained. "That sort

international programs.

as it can maintain its personal touch and

of experience is what motivates these

provided that law students are avail-

professionals and their families to leave

who had completed a program at another

able to serve as program assistants. “We

their lives at home and move to San

U.S. law school, told him, “I would tell

want the program to offer our scholars

Diego for six months or a year, and we

anyone they ought to go to USD.”

a cultural and educational experience

continually look for ways to make the

that they would not have at any other

experience here even better.”

Ferruolo noted that one of the clerks,

P H O T OT O
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: NO SUK PARK, BOT TOM: ALAN DECKER

Heller said that the goal is to expand

From left: Supreme Court of Korea Clerk Hakgu Lee; Supreme Court of Korea Clerk Yunmi Hwang;
Judge Robert J. Trentacosta, ’79 (JD); Jurist in Residence M. Margaret McKeown; Supreme Court
of Korea Judge Wonje Sung; Derek Kunhee Kim, ’20 (JD); Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83 (BA), ’86 (JD);
Associate Dean Margaret Dalton; Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.
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Find
Your
Power
operating officer of the San Diego Padres, shared inspiring reflections
on perseverance, positivity and personal relationships
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GRACE GOODALE

2018 Commencement speaker Erik Greupner, ’04 (JD), the chief

“Your undergraduate and law school classmates,
the people with whom you will work side by

side in your career, and the network of others

”

that you build are the lifeblood of your career.

W

hen San Diego Padres Chief Operating Officer Erik Greupner,
’04 (JD), began his commencement address to the Class of
2018 on May 19, he had several special guests sitting in the
audience: his wife and three children, including two daughters.

Of the 321 students receiving degrees that day, 48 percent were women, and, early
in his remarks, Greupner asked if they would stand. “Ella and Kate, I want you to
see this,” he said, speaking directly to his young daughters.
Greupner, who has been with the Padres administration since 2010 as executive counsel and executive vice president of business administration before being
promoted to his current post in 2016, made special acknowledgment of how
important it is to recognize those who help us on our professional journeys. “Please
raise a glass tonight and toast them for their support,” Greupner said, recalling the years when he worked full-time during the day and took classes at night
while his wife cared for their newborn son. Prior to joining the Padres, Greupner,
a Minneapolis native, worked as a corporate and transactional attorney with the
international firm Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP. He currently serves as chairman
on the Rady Children’s Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees and on the San Diego
Regional Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.
“This is truly a momentous day in each of your lives,” Greupner said. He continued
by offering the graduating class several personal and professional morsels of wisdom
he’d accumulated throughout a successful career. “From this day forward,” Greupner
concluded, “you will carry the name of USD Law. Carry it with pride and integrity.”

“First, the power of relationships.”
It may sound cliché—I know it did the first time that I heard it from one of my
mentors—but at the end of the day, all you really have in your career is your reputaCommencement speaker
Erik Greupner, ’04 ((JD).

tion and relationships. Fiercely guard them both! Your undergraduate and law school
classmates, the people with whom you will work side by side in your career, and
the network of others that you build are the lifeblood of your career. Treat others
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as you would wish to be treated. Make friends when-

take constructive feedback without personal offense,

ever possible and only make enemies as a last resort.

and who will continuously improve without engaging

Finally, never chase money or title ahead of an oppor-

in the wasted exercise of self-pity or making excuses.

tunity to learn from someone with experience and

The great thing is that you would not be here today if

integrity who will take an active interest in teaching

you were not already perseverant. But don’t leave your

and developing you. If you achieve excellence in your

perseverance and grit at Warren Hall. Bring it with you

field of expertise—and that will only happen in part

into your career and it will serve you well.

through the tutelage of a mentor—money and title will
follow in the proper time and sequence.

“Fourth, and finally, the power of a positive attitude.”

“Second, the power of a handwritten note.”

Niccolò Paganini was an Italian violinist who rose to
stardom during the early 1800s and is considered

In our current day and age of emails, text messages and

one of the greatest violin virtuosos of all time. Touring

social media posts, a handwritten note conveys a level

across Europe, he played to packed concert halls using

of effort, care and individuality that captures the atten-

his Hubay 1726 Stradivarius violin.

tion and affection of its recipient. Take the first $20 you

One night, he was playing a sold-out concert

receive later today for your graduation and buy a good

in Italy and performing a particularly difficult con-

amount of stylish stationery to be used in the coming

certo when one of the strings broke on his violin. To

year. Begin with a note of thanks and appreciation to

the delight of the audience, he continued playing. A

your family, favorite law school professors and class-

short while later another string snapped—but he still

mates. Build the habit of sending these notes whenever

played on. Finally, a third string broke, and he was left

appropriate, and I promise you it will yield dividends

with only one string. To the amazement of the crowd,

over the course of your career!

Paganini improvised and successfully completed the
concerto with only one string on his violin. Assuming

“Third, the power of perseverance.”

the concert was over, the audience gave Paganini a
standing ovation and began to turn for the exits. But

It has been said that distinguished sailors are not

ever the showman, Paganini held the violin over his

made on calm seas. Having survived the rigors of law

head with three strings dangling and told the crowd,

school, you are all distinguished sailors by now, but

“And now, Paganini and one string.” He then beauti-

you need to know that the seas will remain rough.

fully played an encore that enraptured the crowd.

The same reservoir of grit and determination that you

28

|

Today, I know that some of you are playing a finely

called upon to survive your first year of law school, or

tuned violin with all four strings intact. You have gradu-

your many semesters of final exams and the self-doubt

ated at the top of your class and a job with a big law firm

that inevitably crept in along the way, you will need in

is waiting. But others of you may feel like a string or two

the coming months, years and decades. My football

has snapped and the future is uncertain. Either way, you

coach in college loved to say that he wanted players

will all have days during your career when you are left

who were hard to discourage. Your future employers

with only one string. Control what you can control and

want employees who are hard to discourage, who will

play whatever number of strings you have like a virtuoso.
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1. Alexandra Crownhart, ’18
(JD); John Mandio, ’18 (JD);
Andrew Rodriguez, ’18 (JD); and
Amanda Gilleland, ’18 (JD).
2. Andrea Tibaduiza Ramos,
’18 (JD). 3. Curtis Jackson, ’18
(JD), and Conor Dale, ’18 (JD).
4. Juliana Giacomim Mendes de
Andrade, ’18 (LLM), and Raisa
Evenson, ’18 (LLM). 5. Melina
Londos, ’18 (JD), and Juliana
Duran, ’18 (JD). 6. John Mandio,
’18 (JD), and Jenna Mark, ’18
(JD). 7. Hanna Tavill, ’18 (JD),
and her father, Gregory Tavill,
’87 (JD). 8. Professor Roy L.
Brooks and Maureen Gregory,
’18 (JD).

8
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faculty footnotes

Lawrence A. Alexander

Roy L. Brooks

Alexander published Reflections on Crime
and Culpability: Problems and Puzzles (with
Kimberly Ferzan) (Cambridge University
Press, 2018); “Distributive Justice and
Retributive Justice” in Oxford Handbook of
Distributive Justice (Olsaretti, ed.) (Oxford
University Press, 2018); “Brexit and the
Future of Liberal Democracy” in 39 Cardozo
Law Review 845 (2018); and “Law and
Politics: What Is Their Relation?” in 41
Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy 355
(2018).
Alexander presented “The Future of
Free Expression and Academic Freedom”
in Berkeley, Calif. (March 22, 2018).

Brooks published The Racial Glass Ceiling:
Subordination in American Law and
Culture (Yale University Press, 2017) and
“Reparative Justice and the Post-Conflict
Phase of Modern Slavery” in Contemporary
Slavery: Popular Rhetoric and Political
Practice (Annie Bunting and Joel Quirk,
eds.) (UBC Press, 2017).

learn how our

Jordan M. Barry

of Constitutional Federalism” in

professors are

Barry’s forthcoming publications include
“Taxation and Innovation: The Sharing
Economy as a Case Study” in Cambridge
Handbook on Law and Regulation of
the Sharing Economy (Nestor Davidson,
Michèle Finck and John Infranca, eds.)
(Cambridge University Press).

The USD School
of Law faculty
is committed
to advancing
the study and
practice of law.
In these pages,

impacting law
at national and
global levels.

Abraham Bell
Bell’s forthcoming publications include
“Property as the Right to Be Left Alone”
in University of Pennsylvania Law Review
(with Parchomovsky).
30
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Laurence Claus
Claus published “The Divided Executive”
in Duke Journal of Constitutional Law and
Public Policy.
His forthcoming publications
include “Enumeration and the Silences
International Journal of Constitutional
Law; and “Vindicating Judicial Supremacy”
in Moral Puzzles and Legal Complexities:
Essays on the Influence of Larry Alexander
(Cambridge University Press).

Lynne L. Dallas
Dallas presented “Teaching and
Scholarship in a Polarized Society” at the
AALS Annual Meeting in San Diego, Calif.
(January 4, 2018).

Michael Devitt
Devitt published Qualified Appraisals and
Qualified Appraisers: Expert Tax Valuation
Witness Reports, Testimony, Procedure,
Law, and Perspective (with Sannicandro)
(Wiley, 2018).

Donald A. Dripps
Dripps published ”Due Process: A Unified
Understanding“ in The Cambridge
Companion to the United States Constitution
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).
His forthcoming publications include
“Why Rape Should Be a Federal Crime“ in
60 William & Mary Law Review.
“Perspectives on the Fourth
Amendment Forty Years Later: Toward
the Realization of an Inclusive Regulatory
Model, 100 Minnesota Law Review 1885
(2016) was quoted by Justice Gorsuch in
Carpenter v. United States, 138 S.Ct. 2206,
2271 (2018) (Gorsuch, J. dissenting).

Robert Fellmeth
Fellmeth presented “Fostering Quality
Postsecondary Education: Policy and Practical
Tools” at National Association of Counsel for
Children in New Orleans, La. (with Riehl and
Delgado) (August 11, 2017).

Miranda Perry Fleischer
Fleischer published “Atlas Nods: The
Libertarian Case for a Universal Basic Income”
in Wisconsin Law Review 1189 (2017).

Ralph H. Folsom
Folsom published Principles of European
Union Law Including Brexit (2017);
IBT Practitioner Treatise (2017); State

Antitrust Laws (2017); and Principles of
International Trade Law (2017).

Roy L. Brooks

Dov Fox
Fox published “Making Things Right
When Reproductive Medicine Goes
Wrong: Reply to Robert Rabin, Carol
Sanger, and Gregory Keating” in 118
Columbia Law Review 94 (2018).
Fox’s forthcoming publications
include Birth Rights and Wrongs (Oxford
University Press); “The Limits of Law When
Reproductive Medicine Goes Awry: Reply
to Professors Carol Sanger, Robert Rabin,

Orly Lobel

Brooks, Fox and Lobel Receive
Honors, Professorships

T

hree law professors have been selected recipients of the 201819 USD faculty awards. Professor Roy L. Brooks was named
University Professor; Professor Dov Fox, Herzog Endowed Scholar;
and Professor Orly Lobel, Class of 1975 Endowed Professor.
The University Professor award is the highest academic honor
bestowed university-wide at USD and recognizes outstanding
scholarly achievements in teaching and research. The Herzog
Endowed Scholar award recognizes the meritorious teaching and
scholarly productivity of a School of Law professor. The Class of
1975 Endowed Professorship, created by the class as its 25-year
reunion gift to the law school, recognizes meritorious teaching,
leadership and academic work of a USD School of Law professor.
“We can all take great pride and joy in the contributions of
these faculty to their disciplines and to the University of San Diego,
and we are delighted their outstanding achievements are being
recognized with these prestigious awards,” said Vice President and
Provost Gail F. Baker, PhD.
The awards were formally bestowed at the Fall Convocation in
September 2018.
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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and Gregory Keating” in 118 Columbia
Law Review; ”Transparency Challenges in
Reproductive Health Care“ in Transparency
in Health and Health Care (Cambridge
University Press); and ”Returning Results
to Family Members: Professional Duties in
Genomics Research in the United States“ in
38 Journal of Legal Medicine (with Spencer
and Torkamani).
Fox presented “The Patient Said He
Would Rather Die: Should You Let Him?”
at the Annual American Association for
Thoracic Surgery Conference at San Diego
Convention Center in San Diego, Calif.
(April 30, 2018); “The Changing Face of
the American Family” at the Association of
American Law Schools at Hyatt San Diego in
San Diego, Calif. (January 5, 2018).

Sohoni, Brooks, Lobel Recognized
with Thorsnes Prizes

P

rofessor Mila Sohoni received the 2018 Thorsnes Prize for
Excellence in Teaching, which is awarded annually based
on a vote of upper-division law students. The 2018 Thorsnes
Prize for Outstanding Legal Scholarship, which recognizes
significant scholarly works, went to Professor Roy L. Brooks
for his book The Racial Glass Ceiling: Subordination in American
Law and Culture (Yale University Press, 2017) and Professor
Orly Lobel for her book You Don’t Own Me: How Mattel v. MGA
Entertainment Exposed Barbie’s Dark Side (W.W. Norton, 2017),
which has received rave reviews, including from the New Yorker,
the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times, and has received a
gold medal in the business category from the 2018 Independent
Publisher Book Awards.
|

Heriot’s forthcoming publications include
”The Department of Education’s ObamaEra Initiative on Racial Disparities in
School Discipline: Wrong for Students
and Teachers, Wrong on the Law“ in Texas
Review of Law & Politics (with Somin).

Adam Hirsch
Hirsch’s publications include “Inheritance
on the Fringes of Marriage” in University
of Illinois Law Review 235 and ”Defective
Catastrophe Clauses in Wills: Paths to
Reform” in 52 Real Property, Trust and
Estate Law Journal 339.

Herbert Lazerow
Lazerow published “Holocaust Art
Disputes: The Holocaust Expropriated
Art Recovery Act of 2016” in 51 The
International Lawyer 195 (2018).

Mila Sohoni
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Orly Lobel
Lobel published You Don’t Own Me: How
Mattel v. MGA Entertainment Exposed
Barbie’s Dark Side (W.W. Norton, 2017)
which won several awards and rave reviews;
“NFL as a Workplace” in Arizona Law Review
291 (with Finkel et al.) (2018); “Secrets
and Innovation: The Defend Trade Secrets
Act as Part of the New Secrecy Ecology”
keynote lecture and lead article in Business,
Entrepreneurship and Tax Law Journal
(2018); "Platform Market Power" in Berkeley
Technology Law Journal (with Bamberger)
(2018); “NDAs Are Out of Control. Here’s
What Needs to Change” in Harvard Business
Review (2018).
Lobel was a keynote speaker at the 2018
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)
Conference on “The Sharing Economy,

Law & Innovation” in Beijing, China (May
2018) (co-sponsored by Yale Law School
and Brookings). She also presented her
research at Peking and Renmin universities
in Beijing. Lobel also gave talks at UCSD,
Berkeley, Harvard, Northeastern, Loyola,
Chicago-Kent and other major institutions.

John (Jack) H. Minan
Minan, professor of law emeritus, was
a keynote speaker May 9-10, 2018, at
the Kuwait International Law School in
Kuwait. The theme of the KILAW Fifth
Annual Conference was the role of civil
society organizations in promoting rights
and freedoms and addressing violations.
Minan was honored by being selected
to give the introductory remarks that
opened the conference. His research
paper “Citizen Lawsuits to Promote Clean
Water” was published in the May 2018
issue of the Kuwait International Law
School Journal. The paper is designed to
provide a useful guide for the international community as it grapples with the
global, national, regional and local aspects
of water pollution. His research was based
on his experience as the former chairman
of the San Diego Regional Water Quality
Board.

Lisa P. Ramsey
Ramsey’s forthcoming publications include
“Non-Traditional Trademarks and Inherently
Valuable Expression” in The Protection of
Non-Traditional Marks: Critical Perspectives
(Irene Calboli and Martin Senftleben, eds.)
(Oxford University Press) and “Free Speech
Challenges to Trademark Law after Matal v.
Tam” in the Houston Law Review.
Ramsey gave the annual guest of honor
lecture on “Resolving Conflicts Between

Trademark Laws and Free Expression in the
United States and Europe” at the University
of Strasbourg‘s Center for International
Intellectual Property Studies Summer
School (July 2018). She also presented “Free
Speech Challenges to Trademark Law after
Matal v. Tam” at the University of Houston’s
Conference on Trademark Law in Santa
Fe (June 2018); the Trademark Scholars
Symposium at the International Trademark
Association Annual Meeting in Seattle (May

Jessica Heldman, ’04 (JD)

Heldman Named Fellmeth-Peterson
Professor in Residence in Child Rights

I

n August 2018, Jessica Heldman, ’04 (JD), was named the
Fellmeth-Peterson Professor in Residence in Child Rights.
Heldman previously served as associate executive director at the
Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile Justice
at Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps in Boston, where
she provided technical assistance and training to state and local
jurisdictions, guiding the development of law and policy within
child welfare and juvenile justice systems throughout the nation.
She has served on an expert panel before U.S. congressional staff
and presented expert testimony to California lawmakers. Heldman
graduated magna cum laude from USD School of Law and received
the Children’s Advocacy Institute Trailblazer Award in 2014.
“Jessica Heldman has dedicated her professional life to the protection of children and has the regard of a large number of public
officials and long-standing child advocates. Her scholarship and
her proposals for reform are respected throughout the nation. We
are very fortunate to add her to our faculty and to our Children’s
Advocacy Institute,” said Robert C. Fellmeth, executive director of
the Center for Public Interest Law.
The position is named in honor of Robert B. Fellmeth (father of
Robert C. Fellmeth) and Paul Peterson, a long-standing supporter
of the Children’s Advocacy Institute and advocate for children.
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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In the News:
Professor Jordan
M. Barry’s article
“Regulatory
Entrepreneurship,”
which he
co-authored
with Elizabeth
Pollman, was
named one of the
top 10 corporate
and securities law
articles of 2017 by
Corporate Practice
Commentator.
Teachers in
corporate and
securities law
were asked to
select the best
corporate and
securities articles
from a list of
articles published
and indexed in
legal journals
during 2017.
More than 565
articles were on
this year’s list.
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2018); the IP Speaker Series at Loyola Law
School in Los Angeles (April 2018); and the
IP in the Trees Workshop at Lewis and Clark
Law School in Portland (February 15, 2018).
Ramsey was also a commentator for the
Seventh Annual International Intellectual
Property Scholars Roundtable at Duke Law
School (April 2018) and an invited participant at the Trademark Scholars Roundtable
at the Chicago campus of Notre Dame Law
School (April 2018).

Michael D. Ramsey
Ramsey published “The Original Meaning
of ’Natural Born’ ” in 20 University of
Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional Law
199 (2017); ”War Powers Litigation after
Zivotofsky v. Clinton“ in 21 Chapman
Law Review 177 (2018); and ”The
Constitution’s Text and Customary
International Law“ in 106 Georgetown Law
Journal (2018).

Michael Rappaport
Rappaport’s publications include “Classical
Liberal Administrative Law in a Progressive
World” in Handbook on Classical Liberalism
(Todd Henderson, ed.) (Cambridge
University Press) and “The Constitution and
the Language of the Law” in William & Mary
Law Review (with John McGinnis).

Maimon Schwarzschild
Schwarzschild published “Complicated—
But Not Too Complicated: Sunset of EU
Law in the UK After Brexit” in 39 Cardozo
Law Review 905 (2018).
Schwarzschild’s forthcoming publications include “The Bureaucratic Takeover
of Criminal Sentencing” in New Mexico
Law Review.

Schwarzschild presented “The Return
of Politics to Constitutional Law” at
University of Lisbon in Portugal (May 22,
2018) and presented on judicial independence at Queen Mary College in London.

Ted Sichelman
Sichelman published ”The Pathologies
of Data-Generating Patents" in Big Data,
Health Law, and Bioethics (Cambridge
University Press, 2018).
Sichelman’s forthcoming publications include “Very Tight ‘Bundles of
Sticks’: Hohfeld’s Complex Jural Relations”
in The Legacy of Wesley Hohfeld: Edited
Major Works, Select Personal Papers, and
Original Commentary (Shyam Balganesh,
Ted Sichelman and Henry Smith, eds.)
(Cambridge University Press); “Innovation
Factors for Reasonable Royalties” in 24
Texas Intellectual Property Law Journal;
“Why Do Startups Use Trade Secrets?”
in 94 Notre Dame Journal of Law; and
”Data Sources on Patents, Copyrights,
Trademarks, and Other Intellectual
Property“ in 2 Research Handbook on the
Law & Economics of Intellectual Property
(Peter S. Menell, David L. Schwartz and Ben
Depoorter, eds.) (Edgar Elgar Publishing).

Steven D. Smith
Smith’s forthcoming publications include
Pagans and Christians in the City: Culture
Wars from the Tiber to the Potomac
(Eerdmans); ”Against Civil Rights Simplism“
in Religious Freedom, LGBT Rights, and the
Prospects for Common Ground (Robin Wilson
and William Eskridge, eds.) (Cambridge
University Press); ”Equality, Religion, and
Nihilism" in Research Handbook on Law
and Religion (Rex Adhar, ed.) (Edward Elgar
Publishing); ”A Guide Through the Perplexity:
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Corporate Religious Liberty Amidst the
Din of Cultural Struggle“ in The Cambridge
Companion to the First Amendment and
Religious Liberty (Owen Anderson, ed.)
(Cambridge University Press); ”Alexander as
Anarchist“ in a festschrift volume on scholarship of Larry Alexander (Heidi Hurd, ed.)
(Cambridge University Press).

Mila Sohoni
Sohoni’s publications include “King’s
Domain” in 93 Notre Dame Law Review
1419 (2018); “A Bureaucracy—If You Can
Keep It” in 131 Harvard Law Review Forum
13 (2017); “Crackdowns” in 103 Virginia
Law Review 31 (2017); and “On Dollars
and Deference: Agencies, Spending, and
Economic Rights” in 66 Duke Law Journal
1677 (2017).
Sohoni has presented her work at the
Cardozo Law School Faculty Workshop
in New York, N.Y. (April 18, 2018); the
Loyola Law School Faculty Workshop in
Los Angeles, Calif. (April 12, 2018); the
Northwestern University Pritzker School
of Law Faculty Workshop in Chicago, Ill.
(April 5, 2018); the Rehnquist Center
National Conference of Constitutional
Law Scholars at University of Arizona
Law School in Tucson, Ariz. (March 17,
2018); the U. Penn. School of Law Faculty
Workshop in Philadelphia, Pa. (January
30, 2018); the USC Gould School of Law
in Los Angeles, Calif. (August 31, 2017);
and the Constitutional Law Workshop at
the University of Chicago School of Law in
Chicago, Ill. (December 4, 2017). She was
a panelist at the session on Civil Rights
Enforcement and Administrative Law in the
Trump Era at the AALS Annual Meeting in
San Diego, Calif. (January 5, 2018) and at
the Notre Dame Law Review Symposium on

)

Administrative Lawmaking in the TwentyFirst Century at Notre Dame Law School in
South Bend, Ind. (November 10, 2017).

Horacio Spector
Spector published “A Risk Theory
of Exploitation” in The Philosophic
Foundations of Labor Law (Oxford
University Press, 2018) and a review of
Causation & Free Will by Carolina Sartorio
in Mind 127, no. 505 (January 2018).

Dov Fox

Fox Recognized for Life Science Work

USD

School of Law Professor Dov Fox received a Life
Science Catalyst Award from Biocom, the association representing the California life science community.
Fox teaches law students specialized courses in his areas of
expertise, health law and bioethics. Fox has recently published
articles on health law and bioethics in leading law, biotechnology and bioethics journals and is a regular contributor to The
Huffington Post and Harvard Law Petrie-Flom Center’s Bill of
Health blog. Fox also serves as the director of USD Law’s Center
for Health Law Policy and Bioethics, the first center of its kind in
Southern California to provide an interdisciplinary and interinstitutional forum to address challenging ethical, legal and policy
issues and to support research, education and policy reform.
“Dov Fox, who was recently tenured and promoted to full professor, represents the future of our law school faculty,” said Dean
Stephen C. Ferruolo. “He is an outstanding teacher scholar who is
intelligently and critically addressing some of the most challenging
and perplexing legal and ethical issues of our time. Both USD and
San Diego are fortunate that he has chosen to make this community his home.”
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Mind,” reported on Hayes’

Christopher Wesierski

’82
Vickie Turner recognized as
a Woman of Dedication by
the Salvation Army.

’83
Robert Francavilla listed
in the 2018 edition of San
Diego Super Lawyers.

named the 2018 CAL-ABOTA
Trial Lawyer of the Year.

’79

’85
Kevin Bush honored at the
Justice for All Celebration

Virginia C. Nelson named the

organized by the San Diego

recipient of the San Diego

Volunteer Lawyers Program

County Bar Association’s

and received the Pro Bono

Career Achievement Award

Publico Award.

for Outstanding Attorney.

Trial Lawyer
of the Year
HIGHEST CALIFORNIA HONOR
Christopher Wesierski, ’78 (JD), selected
Christopher Wesierski, ‘78 (JD)

by the CAL-ABOTA Board of Directors as the
2018 Trial Lawyer of the Year. Recognized as
the highest honor a California trial lawyer can
receive, the CAL-ABOTA Trial Lawyer of the

’88

’94

Christopher Wellborn won

David Jackowitz named

the Champion of Justice

partner at Shaevel, Krems,

Legal Award from the

O’Connor & Jackowitz, LLP.

National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers.

’89

Marsha Kelliher (LLM)
inaugurated as seventh
president of Walsh College
in Troy, Michigan.

Hon. Gregory Olson
appointed to a judgeship
in the Riverside County
Superior Court.

’90
Laurie Poole named as a
partner at Adams|Stirling.

’91
Leslie Greathouse appointed
general counsel of Spencer
Fane LLP.

’96
David Hesseltine appointed
to a judgeship in the Orange
County Superior Court.

’97
Erika Hiramatsu appointed
chair of the Committee of
Bar Examiners.

Year is awarded annually to a recipient exhibiting the best traits of a trial lawyer—excellence
in advocacy; a distinguished career; and a
reputation for civility, ethics and fair play.

Wesierski is founder of Wesierski & Zurek LLP in
Orange County. Wesierski has successfully tried
numerous cases to verdict in both state and federal court in such diverse areas of law as wrongful
termination, medical malpractice, premises liability,
insurance coverage bad faith, products liability,
defamation, breach of contract, sexual harassment,
17200 claims, agent malpractice, malicious prosecution, appraiser malpractice and auto liability.
Wesierski is frequently called upon to substitute
into difficult cases for trial by many companies. He
has been asked to act as an expert on multiple occasions and has published extensively in the litigation
area. He has also lectured across the country on
litigation.

Brian Watkins named to Our
City San Diego magazine’s
annual Litigators of the Year
list.
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USD Alumni
Honors Gala
VICKIE TURNER RECEIVES
CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
USD honored Vickie Turner, ’82 (JD), with

Vickie Turner, ‘82 (JD), with Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo

the Author E. Hughes Award in April 2018.
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Debra Wyman named to Our
City San Diego magazine’s
annual Litigators of the Year
list.

’99
Matthew Guerrero
appointed to a judgeship in

’02
Warren Den inaugurated as
the 2018 president of the Pan
Asian Lawyers of San Diego.
Elsa Ramo named among
Variety’s New Leaders of
Hollywood for law and finance.

the San Luis Obispo County

Robert Wernli elected to part-

Superior Court.

nership at Sheppard Mullin.

’00

’03

Allison Worden named part-

Betsy Brennan named CEO

ner at Gomez Trial Attorneys.

of the Downtown San Diego
Partnership, a membership

’01
Montage Legal Group

organization composed of
downtown businesses.

(of which Erin Giglia is

Su Barry named as a 2017

co-founder and owner)

recipient of SD Metro’s 40

recognized for its outstand-

Under 40 Award.

ing contributions to the
community and named
a 2017 Association of
Fundraising Professionals
National Philanthropy Day
Outstanding Small Business.

GRACE GOODALE

Established in 1995, the Author E. Hughes Career
Achievement Award is named in honor of USD
President Emeritus Author E. Hughes and is presented
annually to a graduate of each of the five schools of the
university who embodies a commitment to excellence.
Turner, a partner in Wilson Turner Kosmo LLP
and a trial lawyer for 35 years, has earned national
recognition defending complex product liability cases
throughout California and in 12 other Western states.
She is co-founder of the Turner Dream Foundation and
the Links to STEM Program, which prepares fourththrough eighth-grade students for science, technology,
engineering and math careers.
“Vickie is a leader and changemaker in San Diego
with an outstanding record of accomplishment, excellence and service, and we are very proud to honor her,”
said Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.
At USD, Turner serves on the Law School’s Board of
Visitors, is an adjunct professor, and funds an annual
scholarship for deserving and diverse law students.
Turner was also honored as Woman of the Year by the
79th California State Assembly and recognized as a
local hero by KPBS and a Woman of Dedication by the
Salvation Army for her community service.
She also serves on the executive boards of the
National Bar Association Commercial Law Section and
the National Bar Institute. She is the past president of
the Gilliam Bar Association and Lawyers Club.

)
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Distinguished
Alumni Awards
Ronson J. Shamoun, ‘98 (BA),
‘02 (JD), ‘03 (LLM), with Dean
Stephen C. Ferruolo.

Angela Bartosik, ‘93 (JD)

ANGELA BARTOSIK AND
RONSON J. SHAMOUN HONORED
Angela Bartosik, ’93 (JD), and Ronson J.
Shamoun, ’98 (BA), ’02 (JD), ’03 (LLM),
received the 2017 Distinguished Alumni

’04

’06

Jeffrey Hogue named to Our

Ericka Jacobs Schulz elected

City San Diego magazine’s

to partnership at Sheppard

annual Litigators of the Year

Mullin.

list.
Bibianne Fell named partner
at Gomez Trial Attorneys.
Montage Legal Group (of
which Laurie Rowen is
co-founder and owner)
recognized for its outstanding contributions to the
community and named
a 2017 Association of
Fundraising Professionals
National Philanthropy Day
Outstanding Small Business.

’07
Matthew Bresnahan elected
to partnership at Wilson
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati.
Based in San Diego and Los
Angeles, Bresnahan serves
as primary outside intellectual property counsel to
more than 50 life sciences
companies in Southern
California.
Jenna Leyton-Jones selected
for inclusion on Super

’05
Justine Phillips elected to
partnership at Sheppard
Mullin.

Lawyers Rising Stars list and
San Diego Business Journal’s
Best of the Bar.
Mark Rackers honored at the

GRACE GOODALE

Justice for All Celebration

Award, the law school’s highest honor. The
award is given to those who have excelled
either in the legal field or their chosen profession and “embody the high ethical standards
and commitment to community service USD
School of Law seeks to instill in its graduates.”

Bartosik was an intern at the Department of the Public
Defender during law school and appointed a deputy
public defender in 1993. In June 2017, Bartosik was
appointed chief deputy primary public defender,
taking the helm of the largest unit within the Public
Defender Department. She manages approximately
300 attorneys, investigators, paralegals, mental health
professionals and administrative support staff.
Shamoun is the founder and chief executive officer
of RJS LAW-A Tax Law Firm. His practice involves
federal and state taxation with an emphasis on criminal defense, tax controversy and international tax
planning, as well as real estate and corporate law.
Shamoun has represented individuals and businesses
before the Internal Revenue Service, Franchise Tax
Board, Employment Development Department, and the
California Department of Tax and Fee Administration.
He is a member of the law school’s Board of Visitors and
served on the steering committee for Leading Change:
The Campaign for USD.
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Rising Stars
Carolina Bravo-Karimi, ’08 (JD), and Abigail G.
Stephenson, ’10 (JD), received the 2017 Rising Star
Recent Alumni Award. The award is given to alumni
who have graduated within the past 10 years and
have had significant achievements in the legal
profession or their chosen field, while also demonstrating a high level of community involvement.

Bravo-Karimi is a senior associate at Wilson Turner
Kosmo LLP. She is a member of the firm’s employment
law group with her practice focusing on representing employers in a variety of employment disputes
including wrongful termination, discrimination,
harassment, and wage and hour litigation. Prior to
joining Wilson Turner Kosmo, Bravo-Karimi served as
a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Louisa S Porter,
’77 (JD), of the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of California.
Stephenson clerked for the Honorable Bruce S.
Jenkins in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Utah. She joined Blanchard, Krasner & French’s
San Diego office in 2011 and recently moved to Reno,
Nevada, to lead the firm’s northern Nevada office,
which opened in December 2016. Stephenson’s primary practice areas include business transactional
law, trademark protection and estate planning. She is
licensed in California and Nevada.
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Named Scholarships
LAW SCHOOL EXCEEDS CAMPAIGN
GOAL OF $31.5 MILLION
Thanks to the generous support of alumni and friends,
as well as the leadership of David S. Casey, Jr., ’74 (JD),
and Virginia C. Nelson, ’79 (JD), Leading Change—The
Campaign for USD has exceeded its goal of $31.5 million. The campaign has also inspired the establishment
of a record number of privately funded named scholarships. The campaign began in 2010 with 34 named
scholarships; that total has since risen to 118. In April
2018, the law school celebrated the establishment of
the 100th scholarship, the Julianne D. Fellmeth Public
Interest Law Scholarship, which will honor Professors
Robert and Julianne D. Fellmeth, directors of the Center
for Public Interest Law for more than 32 years.

Virginia C.
Nelson, ’79 (JD),
and David S.
Casey, Jr., ’74
(JD), at the 2018
Scholarship
Appreciation
Luncheon.

GRACE GOODALE

ALUMNAE HONORED FOR
PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

From left: Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo with Carolina Bravo-Karimi, ‘08
(JD), and Abigail G. Stephenson, ‘10 (JD).

An Improved
Downtown

Betsy Brennan, ‘03 (JD)

organized by the San Diego
Volunteer Lawyers Program
and received the Outstanding
Law Firm award on behalf of
Sheppard Mullin.

’08
Andrew Haden named as a
2017 recipient of SD Metro’s
40 Under 40 Award.
Kristen Kane appointed
by Gov. Jerry Brown to the
California Department of Tax
and Fee Administration.
Fernando Landa named as a
2017 recipient of SD Metro’s
40 Under 40 Award.

’09
Travis Anderson elected to
partnership at Sheppard
Mullin.

’11
Nick Fox received the Bernard
E. Witkin Changemaker:
Advancing Access to Justice
Award.

Betsy Brennan, ’03 (JD), was named CEO of the
Downtown San Diego Partnership, a membership organization of downtown businesses.

Rebecca Van Loon named as
a 2017 recipient of SD Metro’s
40 Under 40 Award.

’12
Ben Coughlan named partner
at Gomez Trial Attorneys.

’15
Ashley Gosal named as a
2017 recipient of SD Metro’s
40 Under 40 Award.

’17
Brittany Swett joined the
National Association for
Law Placement as a Public

Daniel Scholz named as

Service Jobs Directory fellow

partner at Finch, Thornton &

for 2017-18.

Baird LLP.

COMMUNITY LEADER SEEKS
A “VIBRANT, BEAUTIFUL”
DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO

“Downtown San Diego is growing and changing at
an unprecedented rate, and I am thrilled to be part
of this vibrant community,” Brennan said. “Each
neighborhood in our urban core has a unique identity
that creates an ecosystem where tech startups, craft
culture and established businesses collide seamlessly.
So many people are passionate about downtown,
which makes my role with the Downtown San Diego
Partnership both enjoyable and challenging.”
The Downtown Partnership considered 400
candidates in what it described as a national search.
Previously, Brennan had worked as a San Diego
City Council staff member and chief of staff to the
San Diego State University President.
“We all have the same goal,” Brennan said of the
partnership’s member organizations. “We want a
vibrant, beautiful downtown. We’re not always going
to agree on how we’re going to get there, but I’ll be
upfront about it, I will listen, and sometimes I’m going
to take a direction, or our board will, that not everyone agrees with. But hopefully they know we are doing
it because we love downtown, too.”
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Superior Court Judgeships
WELCOMING NEW SUPERIOR COURT APPOINTEES
Gov. Edmund G. Brown, Jr. appointed Loren Freestone, ’97 (JD); Matthew Guerrero, ’99 (JD); David
Hesseltine, ’96 (JD); Gregory J. Olson, ’89 (JD); and Gregory Pulskamp, ’93 (JD), to judgeships.

Loren Freestone (left) was
appointed to the San Diego
Superior Court. He has been a
partner at Higgs, Fletcher and
Mack LLP since 2014, where he
was an associate from 2008 to
2014 and from 1999 to 2004.
He was an associate at Hurst and
Hurst from 2004 to 2008 and at McInnis, Fitzgerald, Rees
and Sharkey from 1998 to 1999. Freestone served as president of the San Diego County Bar Association (SDCBA) in
2017. He fills the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge
David J. Danielsen, ’77 (JD).
Matthew Guerrero was appointed to the San Luis
Obispo County Superior Court. Guerrero was a sole
practitioner since 2002. He was a contract attorney for the
California Parole Advocacy Program from 2005 to 2011
and for Maguire and Ashbaugh as a public defender from
2002 to 2017.
David Hesseltine was appointed to the Orange County
Superior Court. Prior to his appointment, he served as a
senior appellate attorney at the 4th District Court of Appeal.
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Before that, he served as a senior legal research attorney at
the Orange County Superior Court from 2004 to 2010. He
was a partner at Connor, Blake and Griffin LLP from 2003
to 2004, where he was an associate from 1996 to 2002.
Gregory J. Olson was appointed to the Riverside County
Superior Court. Prior to his appointment, Olson served as
an advocate in the community through a number of different positions, including as a commissioner at the Riverside
County Superior Court and as deputy public defender at the
Riverside County Public Defender’s Office.
Gregory Pulskamp was appointed to the Kern County
Superior Court. Prior to his appointment, he served as a
supervising deputy district attorney at the Kern County
District Attorney’s Office since 2014. He served as deputy
district attorney since 1996. Pulskamp was an associate
at Clifford and Brown from 1993 to 1996. He is the first
Muslim-American judge appointed to the Kern County
Superior Court.

in memoriam

Alumni
’62

from 1969 to 1985 for the

obtained a Master of Business

Eldon W. Bergstrom, 87, passed

Los Angeles County District

Administration degree from

away on March 1, 2018. He

Attorney’s Office. Later, he

Harvard Business School in

leaves behind his wife, Judy;

practiced as a private crimi-

1958 before attending law

his children, Stephen, Liz,

nal defense lawyer from 1985

school. Until his death, he

Cindy and Carrie; and several

through 2014. During that time,

practiced family and bank-

grandchildren. He served in

he wrote a textbook on death

ruptcy law. He is survived

the Air Force as a first lieuten-

penalty defense and taught as

by his wife, Suzanne; six

ant and pursued a career at the

an adjunct professor. He is sur-

children, Mark, Ted, Doug,

Continental Bank.

vived by his wife, Diana, and his

Laurie, Matthew and Heather;

daughter, Catherine.

29 grandchildren; and seven

John L. Nichols, 86, passed

great-grandchildren.

away on June 29, 2018.

Betty L. Phelps, 88, passed

Appointed as a judge of the

away in 2018.

’71

Eliot N. Pierce, 91, passed away

William G. Brennan, 74, passed

Citrus Municipal Court in
1978 by Gov. Jerry Brown, he
served on the bench for 13
years. Previously, he served as
a named partner at the West
Covina-based criminal law firm
of Nichols & Bazan.

’66
James R. Rucker, 76, passed
away on June 5, 2017. He is
survived by his wife, Pat; his
daughters, Lisa and Heather;
and several grandchildren.

’68
Michael R. Rogers, 74, passed
away on January 13, 2018.

on April 26, 2017.

away on November 2, 2017.

’70

’72

Charles V. Burnett, 85, passed
away on June 1, 2017. He had
been a pharmacy leader since
the 1950s. He was the only
person to win both the Sheldon
W. Fantle Lifetime Achievement
Award and the Harold W.
Pratt Award—the highest
honors given by the National
Association of Chain Drug
Stores. He worked for many
years for Costco and played a
major role in opening the first
Costco pharmacy in 1986.

’69

Reed V. Langlois, 85, passed

Robert Zaiden Corrado, 72,

away on March 9, 2018. He

passed away on July 12, 2017.

served as an officer in the U.S.

After graduation, he worked

Navy from 1953 to 1956 and

Thomas Harris Ault, 72, passed
away on December 15, 2017.
Anthony J. Despol, 47, passed
away on December 27, 2017.

’73
Judith H. DiGennaro, 71,
passed away on January 12,
2018.
Richard T. Schalz, 93, passed
away on January 12, 2018.
William F. Woods, 69, passed
away on February 20, 2018.
He practiced law for nearly 45
years in the San Diego community he loved. He is survived
by his wife, Pam; sons, Billy and

USD SCHOOL OF L AW

|

43

(

IN MEMORIAM

Jim; mother, Elizabeth “Betty”

for the San Luis Obispo Public

away on May 23, 2017. After

H. Woods; and two grand

Defender’s Office. He retired

serving in the U.S. Air Force as a

children, Georgia and Will.

in 2014. He is survived by his

B-52 navigator, he attended the

wife, Jennifer, and his children,

USD School of Law. In addition

Melanie, Lara and Conor.

to his practice, he served the

’74
Donald L. Clark, 73, passed
away on August 9, 2017.

He enlisted in the U.S. Army

away on June 9, 2017. Prior to

shortly after turning 18 and

attending law school, he served

completing parachute school.

as an engineer for the U.S.

He was injured in a training

Army. Until he retired, Fred

jump and received a medical

acted as a corporate attorney.

discharge in 1945. Afterward,

He is survived by his spouse,

he returned to the University of

Jean, his two daughters and

Michigan where he received his

several grandchildren.

PhD in electrical engineering.

passed away on April 29, 2017.
After earning her JD, she
specialized in estate planning
and became an active inves
tor. As a strong supporter of
the San Diego community, she

Toward the end of his engineer
ing career, he received his law
degree. He is survived by his
wife, Jetral; their five children,
Todd, John, Carol, Craig and
Nancy; 11 grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.

served as the Old Globe’s board

’75

chairwoman in 2006–07, and

John P. Baginski, 67, passed

supported the San Diego Zoo,

away on May 28, 2017. He was

the San Diego Natural History

a prominent trial lawyer. Having

Museum and the San Diego

practiced for 35 years in several

Museum of Art.

areas of the law across state

Robert A. Mulvaney, 68, passed
away on May 4, 2017. His career
included over a decade as a
criminal defense attorney in
San Diego and continued for 27
years as the chief investigator
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away on November 23, 2017.

Frederick Gatti, 79, passed

Kathryn Crippen Hattox, 86,
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Kenneth A. Stone, 92, passed
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lines, he was seen as a font of
knowledge. He leaves behind
his wife, Jane (MacCaffrey)
Baginski, and daughter, Julia
Felixa Baginski.
C. Dan Conaway, 75, passed

community as a councilman
and member of many non
profit boards of directors. He
is survived by his wife, Margee
Lennard, and his stepsons,
Scott and Ryan Lennard.

’76
Kevin J. Kelley, 80, passed away
on April 1, 2017.

’78
Diane S. Brewer, 77, passed
away on November 24, 2017.
She practiced law and became
partner at Reid & Hellyer, a
postion she held until her
retirement in 1999. She was an
active supporter of her com
munity, not only through her
practice, but also through her
various involvements. She is
survived by her brother, Robert
Sorem.
James E. Gorton, 64, passed
away on May 8, 2017. He prac
ticed law for 40 years, mostly
in Anchorage, Alaska. Jim is
survived by his wife, Judith, and
children, Christopher (John)
and Jeffrey, as well as several
grandchildren.

Timothy L. O’Connell, 68,

Reed Hospital in Washington,

passed away on July 4, 2017.

D.C., and later attended USD.

He served San Diego Mayor

The same year of his gradu-

Maureen O’Connor as direc-

ation from law school, he

tor of program development

earned his broker’s license and

for growth and development.

started selling homes in the

Following O’Connor’s term of

prestigious neighborhoods of

office, he served as assistant to

Mission Hills and Bankers Hill.

the chief executive officer of the

Real estate was his passion

San Diego housing commis-

and his approach was profes-

sion. He moved to Los Angeles

sional as well as personal. Time

to take up a position with

magazine featured him for five

Century Housing, a not-for-

consecutive years as one of the

profit community development

30 top-producing residential

financial institution, as its

agents in Southern California.

senior director of policy and
advocacy. He is survived by

’82

his daughters, Elizabeth and

Susan H. Goulian, 80, passed

Margaret, as well as several

away on January 9, 2018.

grandchildren.

’79

’84
Barbara E. Kristal, 72, passed

David Xavier Durkin, 64,

away on November 5, 2017. She

passed away on April 27, 2017.

practiced law in Palm Desert

A San Diegan to his core, he

for 33 years. She is survived

practiced law for over 30 years

by her two sons, David and

after receiving his JD. He leaves

Jonathan, as well as several

his wife, Lori Guardiano-

grandchildren.

Durkin, and their sons, Tomas,
David and Mickey.

’80

’85
Naida L. Brown, 61, passed
away on June 3, 2017. She

Leon R. Whitney, 65, passed

practiced law for 32 years,

away on July 23, 2017. He

focusing her practice on busi-

served as courier and assistant

ness litigation under her own

to the Army Surgeon General

law firm, Brown & Termini. She

from 1972–1974 at Walter

was an active participant in her

Remembering
Professor Lesley
McAllister
CLIMATE AND ENERGY SYMPOSIUM
NAMED IN HER HONOR

Professor Lesley McAllister passed away
on August 30, 2017, at the age of 47. She
was part of the USD School of Law faculty
from 2005 until 2013, when she moved
to UC Davis. McAllister
taught and wrote in the
areas of environmental,
natural resources and
energy law; comparative
and international law;
administrative law; and property law.
Among her many achievements at
USD, Professor McAllister was a founder
of the annual Climate and Energy Law
Symposium and the San Diego Journal of
Climate and Energy Law. She also pioneered the Climate and Energy Law course
at USD School of Law and co-authored a
book on the subject.
“Lesley will be truly missed by all of
us who knew her,” said Dean Stephen C.
Ferruolo. “She was a great scholar and
teacher of the law and a truly wonderful
human being.”
To honor her many contributions
to USD School of Law, the Climate and
Energy Law Symposium has been named
the Lesley K. McAllister Symposium on
Climate and Energy Law.
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community, constantly striv-

wife, Anne, as well as his four

also a tireless advocate for the

ing to modernize the school

children, Madison, Riley, Jamie

disabled.

district. She is survived by her

and Liam.

husband, Michael, and their
two sons, Blake and Jared.

Paula Garrison Tupper, 65,
passed away on February 3,

Phyllis B. Lane, 87, passed

2018. She practiced as an

away on October 9, 2017. After

attorney for over 20 years in the

receiving her Masters in Law

San Diego community. She was

from USD, she found her true

an active supporter of the the-

passion in life as a teacher. She

ater and arts within the city and

is survived by her sister, Doris

was a five-time Jeopardy cham-

Ramirez, and her four children,

pion. She is survived by her

Patrick, Jeff, Kim and Michael.

husband, David, son, Matthew,
and daughter, Morgan.

’86
Deborah E. Brady-Davis, 62,

’87

passed away on June 27, 2017.

Vincent R. Ross, Jr., 61, passed

After graduating from USD

away on August 12, 2017. After

School of Law, she worked as

graduating, he devoted his

a sole practitioner. In addition

practice to criminal law. He is

to her diligent and heartfelt

survived by his parents, Vincent

practice of the law, Deborah

and Naomi; his wife, Jane; and

worked as an instructor for the

daughters, Alexandrao, Ariana

San Diego Community College

and Victoria.

District for many years. She
is survived by her husband,
Edward Davis Sr., and her children, Edward and Michelle.
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Karl Terp, who retired in 2017
after a distinguished career as a
deputy attorney general in San
Diego, passed away. He argued

Steven P. Duncan, 63, passed

five times in the California

away on December 15, 2017.

Supreme Court, twice in the

After graduating law school,

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals,

he proceeded to run his own

and dozens of times in the

practice in Laguna Beach as

Fourth District Court of Appeal.

a plaintiffs’ personal injury

Having suffered a severe spinal

lawyer. He is survived by his

cord injury years before, he was

FALL 2018

’93
W. Christian Van Duyne, 59,
passed away on December
10, 2017. Over the last several
years he worked as a certified
financial planner with Morgan
Stanley while maintaining his
California Bar.

’00
Christopher Emery Haskett, 52,
passed away on January 16,
2018. He worked in the realty
department at the U.S. Naval
Facilities Southwest Division,
starting as a realty specialist in 1991 and retiring only
recently in 2017 as a real estate
contracting officer. During his
26-year career, he was a wellrespected authority on real
estate law and procedure.

’06
Emebet Solomon Selassie,
50, passed away on February
7, 2018. Her impact was felt
by her employers and colleagues at Exxon, EDS, Concour
Technologies, Onyx Software
and Medimpact, where she
received the General Counsel
Award for 2013.

calendar
View the alumni calendar
for a complete listing of
events:
law.sandiego.edu/
alumni-events
Regional alumni events are
regularly held in San Diego/
North County; Los Angeles;
Orange County; San
Francisco; Silicon Valley;
Sacramento; Riverside/San
Bernardino; Washington,
D.C.; New York; Phoenix;
Las Vegas; Reno; Portland;
Denver; Dallas; Austin;
Houston; Boston; Chicago;
and Seattle.

OCTOBER 2018

JANUARY 2019

APRIL 2019

October 1
Red Mass
October 5
Milestone Reunions: 1978, 1988,
2013
October 6
Milestone Reunions: 1998, 2008
October 7
Celebrating Changemakers Brunch
October 10
Washington, D.C., Alumni Reception
October 29
Seattle Alumni Chapter Kick-Off
Reception
October 30
Denver Alumni Chapter Kick-Off
Reception

January 15–17
Class Action Mastery
January 22–24
Mock Interviews

April 2
Big Give Bash
April 3-4
Big Give
April 4
San Diego Alumni Reception
April 27
Alumni Honors

NOVEMBER 2018
November 7
Careers in the Law
November 16
Distinguished Alumni Awards
Luncheon

FEBRUARY 2019
February 20
Bergman Lecture and Reception

MAY 2019

MARCH 2019
March 6
Orange County Alumni Reception
March 7
Riverside Alumni Luncheon
March 7
Los Angeles Alumni Reception
March 20
Sacramento Alumni Reception
March 21
Silicon Valley Alumni Luncheon
March 22
San Francisco Alumni Reception

May 8
Chicago Alumni Reception
May 18
Commencement

DECEMBER 2018
December 4
Orange County Alumni Holiday Party
December 12
USD Alumni Mass

Class Action
Mastery

HB Litigation Conferences and Western Alliance
Bank present “Class Action Mastery,” January
15–17, 2019, at USD School of Law. The conference will provide practical insights, updates
and best practices for class action attorneys. For
details, visit litigationconferences.com.
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CONNECTING ALUMNI

Spotlighting members of the
USD School of Law community
at reunions, receptions and
other special events

BAR SWEARING-IN
Gabrielle Kavounas, ’17 (JD); Patricia M. Darlin, ’17
(JD); Dana I. Yee, ’14 (BA), ’17 (JD); and Michelle F.
Garber, ’17 (JD).

JUDICIAL RECEPTION
Hon. Lorna A. Alksne, ’92 (JD);
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo;
Hon. M. Margaret McKeown;
and Hon. Blaine K. Bowman,
’89 (JD).

ALUMNI HONORS DINNER
Professor Mary Jo Wiggins, Virginia C. Nelson, ’79 (JD);
2018 Author E. Hughes Career Achievement Honoree
Vickie E. Turner, ’82 (JD); and Professor Roy L. Brooks.

SECOND ANNUAL ORANGE COUNTY
ALUMNI HOLIDAY PARTY
Chapter Board Members: Eve A. Brackmann, ’04 (JD);
Matthew S. Buttacavoli, ’99 (JD); Jonathan L. Gerber, ’07
(JD); Erin F. Giglia, ’01 (JD); Avery T. Harrison, ’11 (JD);

MAUDSLEY & LEADERSHIP BOARDS
APPRECIATION RECEPTION

48

Bridget I. Harrison, ’10 (JD); Edson K. McClellan, ’98 (JD);
Vic A. Merjanian, ’10 (JD) (not pictured); Charles T. Meyer,
’03 (BA), ’07 (JD) (not pictured); Kyle E. Rowen, ’00 (BA),

2018 Commencement Speaker Erik Greupner,

’04 (JD); Laurie G. Rowen, ’04 (JD); Kate J. Santon, ’09 (JD);

’04 (JD); Laura Greupner; Lisa Casey; and David S.

Jeffrey M. Singletary, ’04 (JD); Lauren Stockunas, ’17 (JD);

Casey, Jr., ’74 (JD).

and Derek Weisbender, ’08 (JD) at the Balboa Yacht Club.

|
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2017 MILESTONE REUNIONS
Members of the following classes celebrated
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the big occasion with friends, family and
members of the USD School of Law
community.
1. The Class of ’67 50-year
2. The Class of ’77 40-year
3. The Class of ’87 30-year
4. The Class of ’97 20-year
5. The Class of ’07 10-year
6. The Class of ’12 5-year
4
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